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now go even unto Bethlehem” (Luke 2:15) 
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TIMES BOOK REVIEWS 


Except as noted, these books may be ordered through the Times Book 

Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Philadelphia 3. With each order of less than 

$3, please include 15 cents additional; and with each order of $3 or over, 
please include 5 per cent additional for postage and handling costs. 


Monser’s Topical Index and Digest 
of the Bible. By Harold E. Monser. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $5.95.) A bird’s-eye view of 
every book in the Bible is found in the 
first one hundred forty pages of this 
68l-page volume. This orients the 
reader very quickly in any particular 
book. 

The main section of this helpful “tool” 
is devoted to a topical index and digest. 
Here, every topic treated in the Scrip- 
tures is listed in alphabetical order, 
with Bible references cited. Also, under 
each topic one finds subtopics of re- 
lated interest, with appropriate Scrip- 
ture citations. While there are some 


explanatory notes relative to the verses, ° 


these are kept at a minimum, and 
verses. cited are always listed rather 
than quoted. This forces the student to 
examine the verse in its Biblical con- 
text. 

Names and places are included in this 
digest along with their pronunciations 
and a brief identification of each— 
Robert H. DuVall. 


The Comprehensive Bible Concord- 
ance. Edited by Adam Clarke. (Kregel 
Publications, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.50.) Every serious student of the 
Bible should have a good concordance. 
Considerable light on any given subject 
is easily available to the person who 
owns and uses his concordance. This 
reprint of an old work, originally pub- 
lished in 1846, is another addition to 
the available list of such books. It is 
not exhaustive, although it is more 
detailed than many of the current 
abridged concordances. It also includes 
a guide to the animals and plants of 
Scripture, definitions of many of the 
words listed, and pictures of many of 
the interesting objects mentioned in 
the Bible. Although this book can be 
a useful and helpful aid in Bible study, 
it has some disadvantages. The nearly 
marginless layout of the pages makes 
it somewhat hard to read, and the use 
of more than one reference in each 
line gives too few words from each 
verse to identify it easily. While the 
additional helps are useful, they are 
much less than would be available in 
a newer Bible dictionary. 


Building a Christian Home. By 
Henry R. Brandt and Homer E. Dowdy. 
(Scripture Press, Wheaton, Ill, $3.) 
Everyone knows that life is made up 
of problems, but few realize that their 
solution lies first in the acknowledg- 
, ment of man’s sin and Christ’s power 
to save. Once this power is experienced, 
the mind is prepared for detailed 
counsel. This the co-authors give in 
their four-part study, which considers 
the individual, the married couple, the 
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family, and the task as a whole. Sam- 
ple problems are many, the first men- 
tioned being that of a spouse who 
snores all night. Then there is the 
couple who lived together in outward 
calm while their hearts boiled with 
resentment; and the mother who 
seemed utterly unable to compel a 
daughter’s obedience; also a father who 
gave his family everything but found 
himself shut out from the lives he 
loved. Included are the difficulties in 
communicating sex education to chil- 
dren and so preparing them for a happy 
marriage, and in this regard a whole 
volley of questions from tots up 
through teens is answered with frank- 
ness -and understanding. In summary 
the authors declare the major task in 
a Christian home is for the parents 
themselves to cherish, and to teach each 
child to cherish, the fear of God and a 
love for His precepts. 

These Christian authors are particu- 
larly fitted to collaborate on this sub- 
ject, Mr. Brandt being a psychologist 
and Mr. Dowdy a newspaper writer.— 
Opal L. Gibbs. 


Stand Up in Praise to God. By Paul 
S. Rees. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich. $2.) “The 
Bible is forever reminding us that there 
is no use for us to talk about the God 
who is beside us or within us unless 
we recognize Him as the God who is 
above us.” “Easter is Christ risen on 
behalf of His Church. Pentecost is 
Christ released within the very heart of 
His Church.” 

These two pungent statements are 
characteristic of the manner in which 
the author sets forth divine truth in 
this volume. The book deals with the 
trinitarian nature of God and is there- 
fore arranged with three major divi- 
sions, each one providing three messages 
on the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit. There is also a concluding mes- 
sage entitled, “To the Great One in 
Three.” 

Each message deals with basic truths 
relative to the separate persons of the 
Godhead, and a wealth of profound 
truth is set forth in a very practical 
and understandable manner. There is 
a careful avoidance ‘of undue techni- 
cality, along with an interesting ap- 
proach and presentation. The truths 
are well illustrated so that the ordinary 
layman may grasp them without diffi- 
culty, but not so elementary as to be of 
no value to the trained mind. The 
practical manner of application is grip- 
ping and combines instruction with 
vitality and challenge. There is a real 
freshness to the approach, which. will 
appeal to all evangelical readers. This 
is a valuable work, and should find 
wide acceptance.—Douglas M. White. 
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EDITORIALS 


Grasshoppers or Giant Killers? 


HE sons of Anak are still alive. You recall what a 

time the Israelites had with those fellows. First the 
sight of them was enough to scare off Israel from even 
invading Canaan (Num. 13). Years later Joshua and his 
men all’ but wiped them out (Josh. 11). However, it 
remained for David and his team of formidable giant killers 
to finish the job (1 Chron. 20). 

But these giants are still with us. No, they do not go 
around with a 180-pound coat of mail and a spear the size 
of a weaver’s beam with a twenty-pound head. But they 
are just as dangerous. They still defy God. © They still say, 
“Give me a man, that we may fight together.” 

What are their names today? Not Goliath, Sippai, and 
Lahmi, to be sure, but Doubt, Discouragement, and Fear. 
If a Christian allows himself to be “dismayed and greatly 
afraid,” even as King Saul’s army was before Goliath, then 
these modern giants will have succeeded in reducing the 
Christian to the grasshopper status of Israel’s spies of old. 

The giant of doubt has been around ever since the Garden 
of Eden. He says with the serpent, “Yea, hath God said?” 
(Gen. 3:1.) He defies people to believe God. He says with 
the Assyrian invaders of Judah, “Neither let Hezekiah make 
you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord surely will deliver 
us” (2 Kings 18:30). Or he says with Andrew, “What 
are they among so many?” (John 6:9.) Dr. R. Kenneth 
Strachan, general director of the Latin America Mission, 
when asked what was the greatest obstacle to carrying out 
his mission’s Evangelism-in-Depth program, replied, “Our 
unbelief.” This giant prevents Christians from attempting 
the impossible. He hinders their experiencing the full 
power and blessing of the Holy Spirit, the thrill of doing 
something for God that you know you cannot do yourself. 

Discouragement is a devastating giant. Pastors and mis- 
sionaries have been defeated by him. When a Christian falls 
into the grip of discouragement, he is useless. There is no 
quicker way to be sidetracked than to succumb to this 
giant. Discouragement says with Jeremiah, “Why is my 
pain perpetual, and my wound incurable?” (15:18.) Ob- 
stacles appear to be insurmountable, victories few and far 
between. Wickedness and sin appear to be reigning. ‘‘No- 
body appreciates what you are doing, so why not be 
discouraged?” says this giant. 

The giant of fear is rampant today: fear of the unknown, 
fear of world turmoil, fear of death. This giant breeds 
worry and anxiety. He looms larger and larger the more 
people look at him. And the more they look, the more 
frightened they become. Fear says with Elisha’s servant, 
“Alas . . . how shall we do?” (2 Kings 6:15.) Victims of 
this giant are paralyzed; they are robbed of peace and 
security. Yes, even Christians can be immobilized by fear. 

Christians ought not to be surprised when they are con- 
fronted with giants. ‘They shall fight against thee,” God 
warned Jeremiah about the opposition he could expect from 
the princes, prophets, and people of his day (1:19). “Go in 
to possess nations greater and mightier than thyself,” the 
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Lord told Israel (Deut. 9:1). The Principles and Practice 
of the North Africa Mission wisely counsels prospective 
workers in that difficult field: “Patient perseverance is 
needed; it should be borne in mind that difficulties and 
discouragements are to be expected. The absence of imme- 
diately apparent results is no ground for abandoning a work 
begun for God.” 

Our responsibility as Christians is to be giant killers, to 
conquer foes greater than we are, and not to be grasshoppers 
in the face of opposition and: difficulty. Anyone can be a 
grasshopper, but there were few in David’s army who 
qualified as giant killers. 

Only as we engage these giants in combat can we experi- 
ence God’s love, wisdom, and power. All our knowledge 
of spiritual warfare is theoretical until we are put to the 
test. David could not have said, “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will 
not we fear” (Psa. 46:1), unless he had had the experience 
of fleeing before Saul. Jeremiah could not testify, “His 
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great 
is thy faithfulness” (Lam. 3:22, 23) if he had not known 
the experience recorded earlier in that chapter: “He hath 
hedged me about, that I cannot get out: he hath made my 
chain heavy” (v. 7). There is no substitute for combat 
experience. 

This does not mean we should go around looking for 
trouble. It does mean that when the giants attack we can 
be ready. With the call to combat God gives the assurance 
we need. “Who can stand before the children of Anak!” 
was the propaganda of Israel’s day. God’s answer was: 
“Understand therefore this day, that the Lord thy God is 
he which goeth over before thee; as a consuming fire he 
shall destroy them” (Deut. 9:2, 3). “Have not I com- 
manded thee?” the Lord said to Joshua. .““Be strong and 
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: 
for the Lord thy God is with thee whithersoever thou goest” 
(Josh. 1:9). The giants are there, but God has given us 
more than sufficient resources to defeat them. 

Doubt, discouragement, and fear, like the sons of Anak, 
may keep their ground for some time. What Christian has 
not sometimes felt like William Gurnall did when he wrote: 
“Lord, I am hunted with such a temptation, dogged with 
such a lust; either Thou must pardon it, or I am damned; 
mortify it, or I shall be a slave to it; take me into the 
bosom of Thy love for Christ’s sake; castle me in the arms 
of Thy everlasting strength. It is in Thy power to save 
me from or give me up into the hands of my enemy. I have 
no confidence in myself or any other. Into Thy hands I 
commit my cause, my life, and rely on Thee” (The Chris- 
tian in Complete Armor). 

The Lord Jesus Christ has vanquished every foe. ‘For the 
joy that was set before him [He] endured the cross” (Heb. 
12:2). Shall we do anything less when doubt, discourage- 
ment, and fear beset us? Because Jesus Christ reigns vic- 
torious, we who are His servants can defeat any giant. 
We can say: 


“We rest on Thee”’—our Shield ~~ our Defender! 
We go not forth alone against the foe 
Strong in Thy strength, safe in Thy peeping tender, 
“We rest. on Thee, and in Name we go.” 
th G. Cherry 
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THE TIMES News Survey 


® Vatican Scores WCC on Russian Church.—The 
Vatican Radio has warned that the admission of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in the World 
Council of Churches would be used by the Soviet 


government “to confuse the world,” and as “a 
cover for further persecution of religion.” The 
Vatican station called the entry of the Russian 
Church into the WCC an event of “great interest 
to church circles around the world,” but said it 
immediately raised the question whether the 
Soviet government would use the church’s rep- 
resentatives “to mislead and divide the non- 
Communist world.” The station said it had 
no doubt of Patriarch Alexei’s sincerity in desir- 
ing church unity, “but the question is whether 
the Russian Church took the decision to join the 
WCC on its own initiative or under pressure 
from the Soviet government. . . . The participa- 
tion of the Russian Church in the WCC could 
prove very harmful and compromising for com- 
munism if it were not subjected to a strict and 
full control. Just as in Poland, it is difficult to 
speak about toleration, let alone freedom. What 
sort of aims could the Communist leaders have 
had when they allowed, or even ordered, the 
Moscow Patriarch to join the WCC? One of the 
aims would be to infiltrate the Western believers, 
to disorientate them, to calm their anxieties. 
Communism attaches great importance to public 
opinion.” The Vatican Radio went on to say that 
accepting the Russian Church in the World Coun- 
cil “is aimed at making use of the Russian Church 
to spread lies in the West to the effect that in 
Russia religion and conscience enjoy freedom, 
and in this way to make it impossible . . . to open 
the eyes of public opinion in the West to the real 
position of religion in Communist countries. 
Membership of the Russian Church in the WCC 
will therefore be a cover for further persecution 
of religion.” 


® 10,000 Enrolled in Morocco Bible Course.— 
The North Africa Mission has announced that 
some 10,000 have enrolled in Bible correspond- 
ence courses in predominantly Moslem Morocco, 
as the result of inter-mission efforts. The course 
has been spread by notices, by word of mouth,’ 
and by other means. 

® Ethiopian Archbishop Sees Church Dangers.— 
Archbishop Theophilus, of the Ethiopian Ortho- 
dox Church, in a speech largely devoted to 
condemning the proselytizing activities of many 
church bodies in Africa, said that there is a dan- 
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ger that Africans might “throw away their reli- 
gion when they throw away colonial rule. . . . 
There is grave danger of Christianity being given 
up as a white man’s religion, unfit for the colored 
races. In this context, the ancient church which 
has been native in this continent from the early 
centuries of the Christian’ era has special oppor- 
tunities and responsibilities.” 


® African Christian Calls Segregation “Mill- 
stone.”—Speaking at the third assembly of the 
World Council of Churches in New Delhi, India, 
Sir Francis Akanus Ibiam, an elder in the Presby- 
terian Church of Nigeria, said that discrimination, 


’ both in and out of Africa, is the “largest mill- 


stone” around the necks of African Christians. 
Sir Francis, who is governor of Eastern Nigeria, 
mentioned specifically instances in the United 
States where African diplomats have been re- 
fused service in restaurants. He also deplored 
the support given by the Dutch Reformed Church 
in South Africa to the apartheid policies there. 


® Blake Commends WCC on Russian Action.— 
In a letter to be circulated among the member- 
ship of the United Presbyterian Church, Dr. 
Eugene Carson Blake defended membership of 
the Russian Orthodox Church in the WCC. He 
said the church is “legally free in its internal 
affairs. Other churches . . . are less separated 
legally from their states. . . . The church’s very 
existence is a challenge to Communist ideology.” 
Dr. Blake did concede that the Russian Church 
“is not free in the same full sense our churches 
are free.” 


© Billy Graham Comments on WCC.—Attend- 
ing the WCC assembly as an observer, Billy 
Graham said that he would like to see the coun- 
cil pray for revival, for extension of the kingdom 
of God. He noted that the assembly had been 
almost totally silent on the threat of militant 
Communism to the Church. “Also | have heard 
little in public speeches about the suffering of 
fellow Christians in countries that do not have 
complete religious freedom.” 
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The “Times” will begin a new feature for those 
who teach by discussion and for any Christian 
who wants to study the Bible using questions 
designed to help the reader discover the 
meaning of the text for himself. Catherine 
Schell and Marilyn Kunz, whose guides are 
used in many home Bible classes, are the 
authors of this new weekly column. 
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By H. PHILLIP HOOK, Th.D. 


OOKS can be one of the Sunday 
B school teacher’s best friends. 

They can provide depth of un- 
derstanding and accuracy of presenta- 
tion in the classroom. The following 
list is for the teacher who wants to do 
extra research. Not everything in- 
cluded is of equal value, or from the 
same viewpoint as might be held by 
the reader. Yet, the use of these 
sources will give confidence in the ma- 
terial presented and will enrich the 
lives of teachers and pupils. 

This is only a selective list of books 
that could be used by the teacher. 
These are suggested in order of value 
within the subject and quarter where 
they are listed. The price is not always 
the most important consideration. Be- 
fore buying any book, one should read 
enough of it to be able to estimate its 
value to the particular person and sit- 
uation involved. 


FIRST QUARTER 
Jesus and the Ten Commandments 





Gleanings in Exodus. By Arthur W. 
Pink. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $4.50.) 
A new commentary by a well-known 
author that will be of considerable value 
to the teacher. 


The Ten Commandments. By G. 
Campbell Morgan. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., Westwood, N.. J., $2.) <A _ brief 
commentary on the Commandments, 
particularly helpful in their application 
today. 

Simple Sermons on the Ten Com- 
mandments. By W. Herschel Ford. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $1.95.) This book deals di- 
rectly with the application of the Com- 
mandments to sin today. The author is 
a well-known pastor-preacher and 
brings the message to the level of the 
people. 

Outline Studies in the Gospel of Mat- 
thew. By W. H. Griffith Thomas. 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rap- 
ids 3, Mich., $5.50). This commentary 
was compiled from the notes of Dr. 
Thomas. It will serve to locate and 
evaluate the Sermon on the Mount and 
its relationship to the lessons. It gives 
Christ’s explanation of the Law in His 
time. 

Law and Grace. By Alva J. McClain. 
(The Brethren Missionary Herald Co. 
Inc., Winona Lake, Ind., 45 cents.) One 
of the best expositions in print today of 
the relationship of the believer to the 
Law is found in this little booklet. It is 
exceptionally clear in its explanation of 
the standards for Christian living today. 


“Law, Legalism and Liberty.” By 
Charles C. Ryrie, Tat Sunpay ScHooL 
Times, June 25, 1960, to July 30, 1960. 
These articles are an excellent discus- 
sion of the attitude of the believer 
toward any code which he uses. 
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Here is a list of helpful commen- 
taries and devotional books, out- 
lined under the headings of the 1962 
International Uniform Lesson Series. 
Clip and save for reference as you 
study next year’s lessons. 








Christian Personal Ethics. By Carl 
F. H. Henry. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $6.95.) While 
not necessarily a book for the layman, 
this work does have some useful sec- 
tions for the study of these lessons. The 
consideration of the Ten Command- 
ments and the Sermon on the Mount is 
not from a dispensational .viewpoint, 
but will be of considerable value to the 
reader. 


SECOND QUARTER 
Letters of Faith, Counsel, and Courage 





First Timothy. Second Timothy. .Ti- 
tus and Philemon. By D. Edmond 
Hiebert. Jude. By S. Maxwell Coder. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 39 cents 
each.) These commentaries in the 
Moody Colportage Library are excel- 
lent books for the Sunday school 
teacher. For the money they are among 
the best buys in books available today. 
The argument of the Book is developed 
without undue detail, yet the heart of 
the message is well presented. 

A Leader Led. To My Son. The 
Fellowship. By Guy H. King. (Chris- 
tian Literature Crusade, Fort Washing- 
ton, Pa., $1.75 each.) These short but 
excellent commentaries on 1 Timothy, 
2 Timothy, and 1 John, respectively, are 
well-outlined and clearly written. They 
will be particularly helpful in the con- 
cise presentation of the message. _ 

The Pastoral Epistles. First Peter. In 
These Last Days. Hebrews. By Ken- 
neth S. Wuest. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.50; 
$2; $3; $3.) The subtitles read, “in the 
Greek New Testament for English 
readers.” Each is a verse-by-verse com- 
mentary on the Greek text written for 
the average reader. They are among 
the best in the larger books and will 
furnish a large store of knowledge con- 
cerning the actual statements of the au- 
thors of Scripture. 


Studies in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
By E. Schuyler English. (Loizeaux 
Bros., New York 10; $5.95.) This is one 
of the better commentaries on the Eng- 
lish text of the Epistle. 

Letters to the Seven Churches. By 
J. A. Seiss. (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.75.) With consider- 
able detail each of the letters of Rev- 
elation 2 and 3 is presented in its 
context with an application to the pres- 
ent church. 


The Book of Revelation. By Wm. R. 
Newell. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; 
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$3.50.) This is a verse-by-verse com- 
mentary with the usual clarity of ex- 
position of this famous Bible teacher. 

He That Is Spiritual.' By L. S. Chafer. 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio, $2.50.) 
This is an outstanding book dealing 
with the life of faith in regard to the 
Holy Spirit. 


The Normal Christian Life. By 
Watchman Nee. (Christian Literature 
Crusade, Fort Washington, Pa., $2.) 


This book is about the unusual Chris- 
tian who should be usual. It is written 
by a man who has since undergone con- 
siderable testing in the Communist 
takeover of China. He was a local 
Chinese pastor. 

The Law of Liberty and the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia 5; 
$150.) This book is an exposition of 
Christian experience from the so-called 
Keswick view. It is an outstanding 
presentation of the Christian life. 

Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret. By 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; 89 cents.) Out of the 
many missionary biographies that could 
be recommended, this little book is still 
one of the best applications of the 
teaching of Scripture on the life of 
faith. 

THIRD QUARTER 
Later Hebrew History and Prophets 


A Harmony of Samuel, Kings, ard 
Chronicles. By Wm. D. Crockett. 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, 
Mich., $3.50.) As is true with the Gos- 
pels, a harmony is one of the most 
helpful books in dealing with the kings 
of Israel. This harmony will help solve 
some of the problems that exist in the 
teacher’s mind concerning chronology 
and parallel accounts. 

The Old Testament Speaks. By Sam- 
uel J. Schultz. (Harper and Bros., New 
York 16; $7.) The teacher will find this 
history book most useful. It includes 
not only historical data, but also ar- 
chaeological findings and brief exposi- 
tions of the Old Testament books. 

All the Kings and Queens of the 
Bible. By Herbert Lockyer. (Zonder- 
van Pub. House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
$3.95.) Biographies can often provide 
interesting illustrations for the teacher, 
and these are no exception. The author 
has written several books of this type 
on Bible characters. ; 

Notes on the Prophecy and Lamenta- 
tions of Jeremiah. Expository Notes 
on Ezekiel the Prophet. The Minor 
Prophets. By H. A. Ironside. (Loi- 
zeaux Bros., New York 10; $3.25; $3; 
$3.50.) Dr. Ironside has left a legacy 
of good commentaries, including these 
that are pertinent to the study of this 
quarter. They are rich in understand- 
ing and in illustration. 

(Continued on page 1008) 
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The Miracle of Christmas: Cleansing and Rest 


By the Rev. ALAN. REDPATH 


our Lord is told so frankly, so 

simply, so beautifully. It under- 
lines His birth as something that God 
had planned and timed perfectly, some- 
thing that the people of Judah had an- 
ticipated, though in a very limited sense 
only. Quoting from Isaiah 7:14, Mat- 
thew says: “Behold, a virgin shall be 
with child, and shall bring forth a son, 
and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with 
us” (Matt. 1:23). That was the hope of 
Israel. 

The hope of the people, Emmanuel. 
The answer of God, Jesus. The hope of 
the people that somehow out of dark- 
ness God would come and deliver them 
from an outward tyranny, a human 
bondage. The answer of Heaven, Jesus: 
“He shall save his people from their 
sins” (1:21). How much greater is 
Heaven’s answer than the hope of those 
people at that time! 


M our tora account of the birth of 


Our Limited Concepts _ 

Many of us in thinking of Christ’s 
coming and of what He can do for us 
have often limited God’s program and 
plan for our own lives because of our 
limited conception of what He can do. 
We have asked Him to help us to deal 
with some of the symptoms of trouble 
in our hearts and in our experience, but 
we have never realized that God’s pro- 
gram of redemption, power, and libera- 
tion is infinitely greater than anything 
we could ever ask Him to do for us. 
Jesus Christ did not come just to deal 
with a few symptoms of trouble in your 
heart, to comfort and help you in one 
or two situations. No, He came to con- 
duct a God-designed invasion that 
would go to the very root of the need. 
The one who has come to show God to 
men, who has come to save us from our 
sins, must obviously be born into the 
human race and be part of it. That is 
the amazing condescension of God. It 
was not necessary. Justice would have 
been completely satisfied if the race 
had been wiped out. But God is love, 
and if that love is to be expressed, if 
men are to be saved, if the invasion 
from Heaven is to strike at the root, 
then He must become part, not of a 
sinless humanity, but of a sinful, de- 
graded, corrupt humanity. He must 
become one of them. But if He is to be- 
come one with us in order to save us 
from our sin, He must be free from the 
taint of sin which passes into all human 
life that is born after the will of the 
flesh. Somehow Jesus must come into 
this human race, be part of it, and yet 
not of it. He must not be tainted with 
the sin of humanity. He has come to be 
like us in all things except our sin. You 
cannot explain the sinless life of our 
Lord unless you accept the truth of His 
miraculous virgin birth. 


998 (6) 


Christ came to conduct a God-de- 
signed invasion that would go to 
the root of our need, says the pas- 
tor of Moody Memorial Church, 
Chicago, in this Christmas message. 








What an amazing thing, the eternal 
God dwelling in the frail body of a lit- 
tle baby, taking upon Himself the na- 
ture not of a sinless race, but the nature 
of a people who had rebelled against 
His rule, that He might not only save 
us from the consequences of rebellion 
but that He might break the power of it 
at its very source! That is the realiza- 
tion of the hope: “He shall save his 
people from their sins.” 

When the angels said, “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus,” Joseph probably 
was not surprised, for there were lots of 
little boys with that name running 
about the streets at that time. Today 
when we name our children often we do 
not stop to think much about the mean- 
ing of the names. We choose them be- 
cause they are popular or attractive, or 
because it is a family name. The name 
Jesus was not simply a popular name, 
because in those days names meant 
something. The Hebrew name for Jesus 
is Joshua, the name of two Old Testa- 
ment characters. One was a great com- 
mander-in-chief who led the people into 
tremendous battles, through the wilder- 
ness into the land, but he could not 
give them rest. The other Joshua was a 
priest living in the days of Zechariah, 
who stood before the Lord with filthy 
garments. He could not remove the 
stain of sin from the people or from 
himself as he ministered. 

There were only two men who got 
out of Egypt and into Canaan. The 
rest perished because of unbelief.. One 








Even Unto Bethlehem 
By C. A. Lufburrow 


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem” 
(Luke 2:15). 


VEN in lowly Bethlehem 
Where crowds all day had trod, 
Some shepherds sought the Saviour 
And found the Lamb of God. 


Even in peaceful Bethlehem 
With all the town asleep, 

They saw in Him the Shepherd 
Who would die to save His sheep. 


Even in blessed Bethlehem 
As sheep beneath His rod, 

The shepherds returned praising 
And glorifying God. 


Even in humble Bethlehem 
With all the world asleep, 

They knew Him as their Shepherd, 
And followed as His sheep. 


was Caleb and the other was Joshua. 
But he was not always called Joshua. 
His name when he was young was Hosea 
(meaning “saviour”), but one day 
Moses changed his name and called him 
Joshua. That name is really a combina- 
tion of two Jewish names, Hosea and 
Jehovah, “Saviour God.” “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus [Joshua, Saviour- 
God].” 

The two things that the Old Testa- 
ment Joshuas could not do Jesus came 
to do. Joshua led them into conflict 
and victory, but he could not lead them 
into rest. The Old Testament priest 
could not lead the people into cleans- 
ing and deliverance. There is a con- 
nection here: no rest because no 
cleansing. 

“Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for 
he shall save his people from their sins” 
(Matt. 1:21). What does He do when 
He saves His people from their sins? 
He takes them out of bondage, through 
a wilderness, into battle and victory, 
and then into rest. “There remaineth 
therefore a rest to the people of God” 
(Heb. 4:9). How does Jesus lead us 
into rest? He has offered Himself for 
us to give us cleansing. There is no rest 
in your life if it is unclean. He can 
cleanse you and give you rest. How 
much greater is the realization than the 
Old Testament hope! Jesus can give 
you those two things that you need to- 
day more than anything else in the 
world, cleansing and rest. 

When Joseph gave Him the name at 
His birth, it was only a prophecy. On 
the cross outside Jerusalem the proph- 
ecy became a fact. The work was 
finished, the blood was shed, the sac- 
rifice was over. There was a way 
through for the guiltiest and foulest of 
souls into the presence of God by the 
cleansing of His blood. On the day He 
ascended into Heaven and sat down on 
the right hand of God, it became a 
flaming evangel that has swept through 
the world for two thousand years. He 
is the onty one who can bring men that 
which they desperately need, cleansing 
and rest. Before Him every knee shall 
bow. When He was born as a little 
babe in a manger, that name declared 
why He had come; that was His pur- 
pose. When He rose triumphant over 
the grave and God gave Him that name 
in glory, it declared that God’s purpose 


‘had been accomplished and that the 


victory had been won. 


Another Miracle in Us 

As we look back over the centuries 
and remember that God became a baby, 
and was born of a virgin in human life, 
we need to ask if God has been born in 
us. Jesus came to save by a miracle of 
birth. He will save you by another 
miracle of the new birth. It is not by. 
blood (not by your natural heritage, no 
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matter how high in the social scale any 
may be), nor of the will of the flesh 

(not by your natural desire or personal 
effort), nor of the will of man (not by 
the intervention of any other, not.in a 
way that anybody in any church can do 
for you), but of God. (See John 1:11- 
13.) 

Jesus came to save, He was born 
miraculously, and His purpose of rest 
and cleansing is fulfilled in your life 
when you are born miraculously by the 
same Holy Spirit who brought Jesus to 
be a baby through the womb of the 
Virgin Mary. By the same Spirit He 
becomes incarnate in your life. From 





that day on you enter into rest and into 
cleansing. 

If God be with us, and He is, well, 
then what? Sorrow, perhaps, but it will 
never overwhelm us. Temptation, yes, 
but it will never conquer if: you are 
trusting in Him. Suffering, yes, but He 
will never allow you to be tested be- 
yond that you are able. Death, cer- 
tainly, unless He comes first, but there is 
no sting in it. Therefore, if God be for 
us, the word impossible is out of our 
vocabulary forever. There is no such 
thing in the will of God as impossi- 
bilities, if God be with us. 

Cuicaco, ILL. 


A Christmas Parson and His Advent Hymn 


By VINCENT EDWARDS 


OOKING up from their pews on 

Christmas Day, 1729, worshipers at 

the Castle Hill Church of Northampton, 

England, saw a new face in the pulpit. 

They did not know it, but they were 

to see that same face in that same place 
for the next twenty-two years. 

No day could have been more ap- 
propriate for the Reverend Philip 
Doddridge to begin his ministry. If 
ever a pastor exemplified the spirit of 
the year’s most benevolent season, he 
did. 

Mr. Doddridge had not been at North- 
ampton long before he set up a school 
for children of the poor. He also helped 
found an infirmary for the sick. Urged 
on by parents of his and other congrega- 
tions, he established a school for their 
sons. 

Along with preaching and teaching, 
he carried on much correspondence. 
People were always writing him, not 
only about questions of faith but also 
about personal matters. The faithful 
pastor never let them down. Once, 
after working steadily for two weeks at 
this, he confessed to a friend that he 
still had 106 letters left to answer! 

His knowledge of books was so vast 
that John Wesley sought him out for ad- 
vice about the best kind of reading for 
young ministers. One day he dashed 
off a paper on how children should be- 
have. Put into print, it caught the eye 
of King George the Third. The King 
thought it was an excellent set of rules 
to be introduced in the royal house- 
hold. In recognition of his scholarship, 
the University of Aberdeen conferred 
its degree upon him, so the North- 
ampton pastor became Dr. Doddridge. 

His record of achievement—sermons, 
books, letters, poems, hymns—is all the 
more amazing when one considers he 
was never well and strong. Philip 
Doddridge was the twentieth child of a 
London oil merchant. When he came 
into the world, a weak, puny baby, no- 
body gave him a chance of survival. 
Somehow the youngster managed to 
pull through, though he always had a 
frail constitution to slow him down. 
Sorrow must have been showing on 


many faces when the Northampton 
congregation gathered as usual. on a 
Sunday in the late fall of 1751. Word 
had just come that their beloved pastor 
had died in Lisbon. Thanks to a gift of 
passage money, he had sailed there in 
hopes of finding relief from his chronic 
lung illness. But it turned out to be a 
vain trip. In less than a month, he had 
breathed his last, only forty-nine years 
old. 

If Christians today wonder why 
Philip Doddridge is remembered, all 
they have to do is to turn to their 
hymnals. Like Dr. Isaac Watts and 
Charles Wesley, he made an invaluable 
contribution to hymnology. Like them, 
he had played a conspicuous part in 
helping to make congregational singing 
popular. 

Dr. Doddridge’s own flock became ac- 
customed to a familiar routine. On 
many a Sunday the sermon would be 
followed by his reading aloud some 
original verses on the Scriptural text. 
Then he would ask his parishioners, 





write, to sing the words, as he repeated 
them, line by line. In this manner most 
of his hymns were given to the world. 

That he left a priceless legacy goes 
without saying. Two hundred years 
after his passing, Christians still love 
such old favorites as “O Happy Day 
That Fixed My Choice,” “How Gentle 
God’s Commands,” “Awake, My Soul, 
Stretch Every Nerve,” “Triumphant Zion, 
Lift Thy Head,” “Do I Not Love Thee, 
O My Lord?” and “Let Zion’s Watchmen 
All Awake.” 

Some of Dr. Doddridge’s hymns have 
choice associations. There was a Scot- 
tish lad who went out from Lanarkshire 
to Africa to become a famous mission- 
ary. In hours of loneliness and dis- 
couragement, David Livingstone would 
repeat some lines he had heard sung in 
the church of his boyhood: 


of Beth by Whose hand, 
oS go = are fed; 
Who through this weary pilgrimage 
Hast all our fathers led... 


Through each perplexing path of life 
Our wandecteg foo s guide; 

Give us each day our bread 
And raiment fit provide. 


O spread Thy cov anes around 
Till all our wanderings cease, 

And at our Father’s loved — 
Our souls arrive in peace 


One of Philip Doddridge’s most beau- 
tiful hymns was written in the sixth 
year of his Northampton pastorate. 
When he wrote it perhaps he remem- 
bered the happy Christmas Sunday 
when he first came to his church: 


Hark! the glad sound, the Saviour comes! 
The Saviour promised long; 

Let every heart prepare a me, 
And every voice a song. 


He comes the prisoner to release, 
In Satan’s bondage held; 

The gates of brass before him burst, 
The iron fetters yield. 


He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cur ‘ 
And with the treasures of grace, 

To enrich the humble poor. 


Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome Pp . 

Till heaven’s eternal arches ring, 
With Thy beloved name. 


Young and Old at a Christmas Banquet 


By the Rev. WILLARD A. SCOFIELD 


N THE third Saturday evening of 
December the Young Adult Class of 
the Tacony Baptist Church in Philadel- 
phia will enjoy Christmas dinner at a 
restaurant. Scattered through the group 
will be five to ten older people ranging 
in age from 70 to 90. The older folks 
are some of the senior members of the 
church. For several years now the 
Young Adult Class has invited some of 
the older members of the church to en- 
joy this happy occasion with them. 

It is not possible, of course, to take 
everyone in the church who is in the 
senior citizen bracket. The class has 
made the practice of inviting those over 
70 who do not live with their children. 


Careful preparations are made in the 
weeks preceding the banquet.. The 
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older folks are invited well in advance. 
Arrangements are made for some mem- 
ber of the class to pick up their guests. 
Gifts are purchased to present to each of 
those invited. The class takes care of 
the extra cost by adding a surcharge to 
each of their own tickets. 

A program follows the meal, when the 
gifts are presented and carols are sung. 
One year, a guest who was 90 enter- 
tained the group with carols on his har- 
monica. 

For some of the older people it is the 
only time in the year when they go out 
for dinner and enjoy the company of 
younger people. For each of the class it 
is always a blessing, underscoring the 
truth of the words, “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” 
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most of whom could neither: read nor 
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THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Eph. 4:11 And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets;. 
and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; 

12 For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: 

13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the 
measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

14 That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the 
sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie 
in wait to deceive; 

15 But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him 
in all things, which is the head, even Christ: 

16 From whom the whole body fitly joined together and 
compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according 
to the effectual working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in 


International Uniform Lesson 





GROWTH TOWARD CHRISTIAN MATURITY 
1 Corinthians 13; Ephesians 4:11-24; printed text, Ephesians 4:11-24 


Golden Text.—But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ.—Eph. 4:15 





17 This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye 


_henceforth walk not as other Gentiles walk, in the vanity 


of their mind, 

18 Having the understanding darkened, being alienated 
from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart: 

19 Who being past feeling have given themselves over unto 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 

20 But ye have not so learned Christ; 

21 If so be that ye have heard him, and have been taught 
by him, as the truth is in Jesus: 

22 That ye put off concerning the former conversation the 
old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; 

23 And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; 

24 And that ye put on the new man, which after God is 
created in righteousness and true holiness. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 





love. 





Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, oop righted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Ff 


ucation. 





The Lesson as a Whole 


By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


HE lessons of this entire past quar- 

ter have dealt with the subject of 

Christian growth. All of us have 
been freshly impressed by the impor- 
tance and urgency of this matter. God 
has made the fullest provision for us. If 
we remain spiritual dwarfs in His fam- 
ily it will be only because we have neg- 
lected the means of growth at our 
disposal. 

The true Church of Jesus Christ is a 
vital body, organic ‘and spiritual. He 
Himself is the glorified head. And as 
head He has gifted and equipped each 
individual member with various spir- 
itual abilities that he might build up 
that body. All this results in the de- 
velopment of Christian character and 
service. 

Just as each of the many beautiful 
facets of a cut diamond, to be truly ap- 
preciated, must be seen in relation to 
every other facet, so is the body of 
Christ. Moses prayed, “Let the beauty 
of the Lord our God be upon us: and es- 
tablish thou the work of our hands 
upon us - -. Gea. 90:17). . Thus 
“beauty” comes before “work”; char- 
acter before service; likeness to God, 
then work that He can bless. 


Verse by Verse 


Eph. 4:11.—‘And he gave some, apos- 
tles; and some, prophets; and some, 
evangelists; and some, pastors and 
teachers.” Here are five major minis- 
try-gifts from Christ, the ascended head, 
for the building up of the Church, 
which is His body. Apostles and 
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prophets were connected with the foun- 
dation (see chap. 2:20), and these spe- 
cial envoys had particular ministries in 
the Church’s original establishment. 
Perhaps the thought of spiritual author- 
ity is linked with apostles, while that of 
communication is associated with the 
prophet. The evangelist is the gos- 
peller who goes out into a lost world to 
win souls. The pastor is the shepherd 
(it is the same word): who cares for 
these newly found sheep by comforting 
and correcting them. The teacher then 
instructs them in the great truths of the 
Christian faith, thus establishing them 
in the new life. 

Verse 12—“For the perfecting of the 
saints, for the work of the ministry, for 
the edifying of the body of Christ.” 
The A.S.V. gives the sense of this text 
more accurately, we believe. The idea 
is not that the ministers just mentioned 
have been given a threefold ministry to 
perform, and that they only are re- 
sponsible. Rather, theirs is one func- 
tion with a twofold object. They are to 
perfect the saints in order that each of 
these individual saints engage in his 
own God-appointed service. Function- 
ing thus, each contributes his spiritual 
quota toward the upbuilding of the 
body. 

Verse 13.—“Till we all come in the 
unity of the faith, and of the knowledge 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“But my God shall supply all 
your need according to his riches 
in glory by Christ Jesus” (Phil. 
4:19). 




















of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the stature of the 
fulness of Christ.” Here we have God’s 
over-all goal. These gifts and wondrous 
varied services are to continue until we 
all arrive in actual oneness of thought, 
and the full knowledge of the Son of 
God. The perfect, or fullgrown man, 
refers to the head and body united. 
(Compare the “one new man” of chap. 
2:15.) It will be gloriously completed. 
This has in view, therefore, the consum- 
mation when the Lord returns. Until 
that moment these gifts are needed. 


Verse 14—“That we henceforth be no 
more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doc- 
trine...” “Children” here is obviously 
in contrast with the maturity referred 
to in the preceding verse. It is ex- 
tremely important that we do not re- 
main in spiritual infancy, but go on to 
full growth. Changing the figure, per- 
haps, Paul warns against the danger of 
our becoming mere driftwood, carried 
helplessly by waves, tides, and winds. 
Religious impostors had even in that 
day concocted intricate Christ-dishon- 
oring systems and were awaiting their 
victims. The only safeguard for the 
Christian was to advance in his under- 
standing of the revealed truth of God. 


Verse 15.—“But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all 
things, which is the head, even Christ.” 
Here are two essential ingredients for 
growth: truth and love. We must 
boldly declare the truth, but lovingly. 
Of course, we can do neither unless we 
are inwardly controlled by these vir- 
tues. Our Lord’s personal ministry pro- 
vides the supreme and perfect example 
of this. 
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Thus we will develop and grow up 
unto Christ, the head. 

Verse 16—“From whom the whole 
body fitly joined together and com- 
pacted by that which every joint sup- 
plieth, according to the _ effectual 
working in the measure of every part, 
maketh increase of the body unto the 
edifying of itself in love.” God here has 
the entire Body of Christ in view. This 
Body is a vital organism, the sum-total 
of all true believers, and animated by 
the Holy Spirit. From the living head, 
the Lord Jesus Himself, comes all neces- 
sary supply for the upbuilding of that 
Body. This is accomplished by the 
complementary functioning of each in- 
dividual part in love. 


Verse 17.—“This I say therefore . 
that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their 
mind.” Now comes a very practical 
and urgent warning. We are to abstain 
from conducting our lives as the uncon- 
verted Gentiles do. Their minds being 
empty, their whole behavior is god- 
less. 

Verse 18.—“‘Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life 
of God through the ignorance that is in 
them, because of the blindness of their 
heart.” This is one of those divine 
X-rays, and hence perfectly accurate. 
It describes, first of all, what the un- 
regenerate man is, not what he does. 
He is alienated from the life of God, 
the mind being darkened and the heart 
hardened (see A.S.V.). Is there any- 
where in the Bible a stronger statement 
to describe complete human depravity? 


Verse 19—“Who being past feeling 
have given themselves over .. . to work 
all uncleanness with greediness.” This 
is certainly not a pretty picture! Sin is 
like an anesthetic that “freezes” the sin- 
ner’s sense of true moral values and 
benumbs his conscience. Because of the 
depravity of his fallen heart, he easily 
abandons himself to the most shocking 
sensualities. It is recognized, of course, 
that such sinful abandon certainly does 
not apply to every unconverted person. 
Christian influence and environment 
often restrain the manifestation of what 
lurks in the heart. 


Verse 20.—“But ye have not so 
learned Christ.” While blind ignorance 
marks the pagan, learning from the holy 
Christ marks the Christian. This learn- 
ing is the very antithesis of what we 
have been considering. 


Verse 21.—“If so be that ye have 
heard him, and have been taught by 
him, as the truth is in Jesus.” When 
did the Ephesians ever hear Christ? 
They had heard Him when they had 
given heed to His appointed servants. 
Moreover, the truth that they had re- 
ceived had been fully and practically 
manifested in the earthly life of the 
man, Jesus. This life was now their 
model. 


Verse 22—“That ye put off . . . the 
old man, which is corrupt according to 
the deceitful lusts.” “The old man” is 
the old depraved self, the man that I 
once was as in Adam, far away from 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
18. December 24.—‘“Good Tidings of 
Great Joy.” Matthew 2:1-12; 
Luke 2:1-20 


Next Week’s Lesson 


1. January 7.—Laws for Living. Ex- 
odus 82; 84; Deuteronomy 5:1- 
21; Matthew 5:1-20 








God. Because of its inner lustings it 
was altogether corrupt before God. 
This was renounced when I became a 
Christian, but it must continue to be re- 
nounced daily. 


Verse 23—“And be renewed in the 
spirit of your mind.” “Renewed” ex- 
presses a making anew. The mind per- 
haps suggests the essential disposition 
of the person, such as a disposition of 
generosity, jealousy, temper, and so 
forth. This must be made over by an- 
other, even by the Spirit of the Lord. 


Verse 24—“And that ye put on the 
new man, which after God is created 
in righteousness and true _ holiness.” 
The “new man” is the very opposite to 
the old. It is a divine creation, and is 
in no sense the product of self-effort. 
It is marked by righteousness, not cor- 
ruption; by holiness of truth, not lust. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. The pre-eminence of love (1 Cor. 13: 
1-3) 

2. The proofs of love (vv. 4-7) 

3. The permanence of love (vv. 8-13) 

4. The gifts to the church (Eph. 4:11) 

5. The goal in view (vv. 12-16) 

6. The guard against failure (vv. 17-24) 


The Heart of the Lesson 


When King David and his men cap- 
tured the Jebusite stronghold-height in 
Jerusalem, Zion, and had completely 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


F I am to avoid having my works la- 
beled “nothing” what essential vir- 
tue must I have? 

2. With what part of the Church as a 
spiritual building were the apostles and 
prophets associated? 

3. What is another term for “pastor”? 

4. For what great purpose were the 
various gifts given by Christ? 

5. How long will the Lord Jesus con- 
tinue to give these gifts? 

6. If we choose to remain spiritual 
children to what danger are we ex- 
posed? 

7. What one word is used to describe 
the sinner’s relation to “the life of 
God”? 


For DISCUSSION 


1. Discuss the place and importance of 
the prophet today. 

2. Briefly, what is the chief work of 
an evangelist? a pastor? a teacher? 

3. How may I, with my limited abil- 
ity, encourage the saints unto the work 
of ministering? 

(Answers on page 1003) 
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dislodged the foe that had tauntingly 


defied them, he made it his capital. 


Then the ark of the Lord, the true God, 
was established on the height. Having 
thus made’ his political and spiritual 
capital secure, the triumphant king gave 
food gifts to his rejoicing people (see 
2 Sam. 5; 6). 

All of this is a faint reflection of an- 


‘ other Victor, our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Sin and Satan had held mankind in 
captivity from Adam’s day until the 
great Son of God appeared as chal- 
lenger. At Calvary the battle was 
joined. In resurrection the victory was 
accomplished. In ascension the triumph 
was complete. Captivity was led cap- 
tive! And having taken His place in 
that heavenly glory, Christ became 
head of the Church that is His body. 
Furthermore, He gave gifts unto men 
for that Church’s upbuilding. Thus He 
shares the spoils of His victory with 
His people. 

From the head flows life and nourish- 
ment to all the members. Just as the 
human body has been fitted together 
with an amazing variety of parts, and 
each of these parts has its own peculiar 
function, so is Christ’s spiritual body. 
And just as every gland, nerve, blood 
vessel, and joint depends upon and takes 
its direction from the head, so we may 
easily find the counterpart of all this in 
the Church. Thus as each member re- 
ceives nourishment and functions, the 
health of each and the health of the 
whole is assured. 


Topics for Development 

The True Aim of All Bible Teaching. 
The purpose of the risen Lord’s dis- 
tribution of spiritually gifted ministers 
to His Church was certainly not that the 
ministerial functions were to be con- 
fined to them. The rendering of Ephe- 
sians 4:12 in the King James Version 
might suggest the opposite. However, 
the more accurate American Standard 
Version (1901) translates the statement 
as follows: “For the perfecting of the 
saints, unto the work of ministering, 
unto the building up of the body of 
Christ.” 

Thus it becomes clear that the public 
preaching and teaching gifts were re- 
sponsible to serve with a view toward 
the maturing of the saints in order that 
these saints themselves, in turn, might 
develop and function. God never in- 
tended that all spiritual work be done 
by a special and exclusive-class. 

Evangelists, pastors, and teachers are 
responsible to feed the flock of Christ. 
By such ministry the flock grows and 
develops. But this perfecting process 
also has a goal, and this goal is that 
these who are thus matured should 
function in their own particular service. 
They receive that they might give. 
They learn that they might teach. 
Hence, the mere receiving of God’s 
truth is not an end in itself. It is rather 
a means to an end, that end being the 
building up of the Body of Christ. 

A sales manager does not train his 
salesmen in order that the latter might 
interest the prospective customer in 
coming around to hear the sales man- 
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ager talk about the virtues of the 
product. He trains them in order that 
they do the selling. 

How does 2 Timothy 2:2 illustrate this 
vital principle? 


Practical Applications 


Let us beware of religious quackery. 
Paul calls this “sleight of men, and cun- 
ning craftiness” (Eph. 4:14). We must 


. not forget that the Devil is a master 


deceiver, and his special stock in trade 
is the religious counterfeit. He has pro- 
duced some intricate spiderwebs these 
days, and these are entrapping many in 
various specious religious systems. 
These bogus “Gospels” are all under 
Heaven’s stern anathema (see Gal. 1:7- 
9), for they deceive their victims into 
concluding that they are on the road to 
Heaven when actually they are the way 
to hell! 

But how may we detect the bogus 
element? How may we be able to dis- 
cern and distinguish truth from error? 

Paul warns that if we insist on re- 
maining children, we will continue to be 
exposed to such deceivers. We must 
grow up therefore. We must leave be- 
hind us the prattle, the rattle, and the 
battle of babyhood!. We must grow up 
into (or better, unto) Christ. Further- 
more, we must know Him as more than 
Saviour of our souls; we must know 
Him as Lord of our lives. The fact that 
He is head suggests that authority re- 
sides in Him. His members must obey 
and recognize their full dependence on 
Him. 

This will ensure growth and lead to 
that “full age” where one’s senses are 
exercised to discern good and evil (see 
Heb. 5:14). 


Golden Text 


Eph. 4:15.—“But speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up into him in all things, 
which is the head, even Christ.” It is 
only when our real characters are con- 
trolled by God’s truth and this truth is 
manifested in His love, that we will ma- 
ture into full-grown Christians. Every 
part of us will then evidence this, the 
life being marked by happy subjection 
to the authority of Christ as head. 


Norto Patm Beacu, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuGcEsTED HyMns 


“O God of Bethel, By Whose Hand” 
“Standing at the Portal of the Op’ning Year” 
“Q Jesus, I Have Promised” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose mercy has brought us 
through another year, we thank Thee 
for all that has gladdened our hearts, 
and every gift of Thy goodness through 
the year that ends today. We praise 
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Thee for help in difficulty and testing 
and for lessons learned through our 
trials. Be present now with all tried 
and troubled ones for their help and 
comfort. Give us sympathy and guid- 
ance in serving the need of such. For- 
give us all selfishness and failure to 
think of others, yea all that grieves 
Thee in our lives. Help us to make 
progress in the coming year in over- 
coming our faults and amending our 
ways. Make it a year of growth in 
Christian faith and in the virtues and 
graces of Christian character for all of 
us. For any who have not yet started 
on the Christian way, we pray that they 
may turn to Thee today and begin a 
new life with the new year. Bless our 
church and use it for the help and sal- 
vation of many. Use all Thy faithful 
servants in this and other lands, that the 
cause and Kingdom of our Lord may 
advance everywhere. We ask these 
mercies in Christ’s name. Amen. 


For THE BLACKBOARD 





Goo" CHRIST 


After the Lesson.—This is a good year- 
end lesson, inviting us to a spiritual 
checkup. It tells us Christ provides His 
Church with gifted leaders to guide His 
people into mature Christian faith and 
life (Eph. 4:11-13). We are not to re- 
main children in Christian things, but 
become strong, settled, grown-up Chris- 
tians (vv. 14, 15). Let us check our- 
selves in four kinds of Christian growth. 

(1) Growth in Christian Knowledge. 
Verses 13, 14 call us to such a knowl- 
edge of Christ that we shall not be mis- 
led by false teachings. Are we growing 
in knowledge of God’s Word so that we 
recognize and refuse error? (2) Growth 
in Christian Love. Along with clear 
knowledge of truth must go a spirit of 
love toward all (v. 15). Zeal for truth 
without love for people will only leave 
us harsh and critical. We shall repel 
rather than win people to Christ. (3) 
Growth in Team Spirit. Christian 
growth takes in learning to live and 
work with others. Christians are to be 
“fitly joined together” (v. 16). Paul 
spoke of his fellow helpers with ap- 
preciation and worked with them in 
team style. Have you grown in appre- 
ciation of other Christians and in ability 
to work harmoniously with them? (4) 
Growth in Likeness to Christ. We are 
to grow toward “the stature of the ful- 
ness of Christ” (v. 13). We all have 
far to go to get there, but we should be 
making progress. 


O let me see Thy footmarks, 
And in them mine own! 
My hope to follow duly 


Is in Thy str alone. 
. ong B. Bode 
Ocean Park, B. C., Can. 











Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And he gave some apostles; and some 
prophets” (Eph. 4:11).—Paul informs us 
earlier in this epistle (2:20), that the 
apostles and prophets are in the foun- 
dation. We have them in their writ- 
ings (Acts 20:32; 2 Pet. 3:1, 2; Jude 17); 
but “apostolic succession” is never men- 
tioned in the New Testament. 

I know three religious groups who 
claim to have “apostles” today; but it is 
apparent from their ages that they all 
lack the one essential requisite of an 
apostle—they have not seen the Lord 
(Acts 1:21, 22; 1 Cor. 9:1). We are 
warned against “false apostles” (2 Cor. 
11:13). 

The New Testament was not in exist- 
ence in the times of the prophets men- 
tioned here; hence the need of men who 
could foretell events, and communicate 
to the Church the revelations given them 
by the Lord. 

Since the completion of the New Tes- 
tament, the only “prophets” we have 
are those who minister the Holy Scrip- 
tures to the “edification, and exhorta- 
tion, and comfort” of the people (1 Cor. 
14:3). 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for 
the work of the ministry” (Eph. 4:12). 
—“Evangelists .. . pastors and teachers” 
remain with us. They are to carry on 
in such a way as to prepare the saints 
unto the work of the ministry and the 
building up of the Body of Christ. 

Every soul the evangelist wins to 
Christ is added by the Lord to the 
Body. Then the teacher expounding 
the Word edifies the Body. 

“What this verse plainly sets forth is 
that both the service and the building 
up of the Body, by gathering in new 
members and consolidating the work, 
are to be rendered by all the saints. 
In other words, the provision of the 
spiritual gifts mentioned, is to enable 
all the saints both to serve and to do 
the work of building up of the Body” 
(W. E. Vine). 

“Till we all come .. . unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ” (Eph. 4:13).—Here the final de- 
sign is revealed! It will have its ful- 
fillment in the completion and perfec- 
tion of the Body of Christ, in God’s 


‘appointed time and manner. 


“That we henceforth be no more chil- 
dren” (Eph. 4:14).—Are we not correct 
in saying that “winds” of deceitful doc- 
trines have reached hurricane propor- 
tions? What else can be said when 
James A. Pike, the noted Episcopal 
bishop of the Diocese of California, 
classifies as myths such vital truths as 
the virgin birth of Christ, the Trinity, 
and salvation through Christ alone? He 
does not believe that a person must 
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come to God through the person of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, Such an idea would 
be impossible to the Bishop. And this 
in spite of John 14:6 and Acts 4: 12! 

Believers are not to remain immature 
children “carried about” by error. We 
are to give heed to the Word. We are 
to study to show ourselves “approved 
unto God, a workman that needeth not 
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). 

... grow up into him in all things” 
(Eph. 4:15).—Ample provision has been 
made for our growth. Believers are in- 
dwelt by the Holy Spirit, who delights 
to take of the things of Christ in the 
Word, and reveal them to us. 

I read of a dwarf who said to a 
preacher, “All my life I have been a 
dwarf, but I want to be a full-grown 
man in Christ Jesus.” The preacher ac- 
tually wept, as he clasped the hand of 
the small man, and assured him that a 
man’s physical size has nothing to do 
with his spiritual growth. 

All Christians are exhorted to “grow 
in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 
3:18). “Let our lives lovingly express 
truth in all things—speaking truly, deal- 
ing truly, living truly. Enfolded in 
love, let us grow up in every way and 
in all- things into Him...” (Amp. N. T.). 

“ _. the whole body fitly joined to- 
gether” (Eph 4:16).—It is from Christ, 
the Head, that the whole Body is to be 
built up, with every part helping in the 
process. Each part ministers to every 
other part. 

“How much then we need to care for 
one another and to think of one an- 
other, even to think rightly concerning 
ourselves! If the whole body is to be 
built up, we need all, clearly, to work 
for this and in the measure of every 
part the Body builds itself up. Gifts of 
every kind have their place, but there 
are no giftless parts (4:7). The gifts 
are meant to induce the fullest activity 
on the part of every member” (Nu- 
merical Bible.) 

“And that ye put on the new man” 
(Eph. 4:24).—It is incumbent on each 
member of this Body to put off the old 
man—be done with the old, corrupt, 
selfish, self-seeking life—and “put on 
the new man, which after God is cre- 
ated in righteousness and true holiness.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 1001) 
1. Love. 
2. The foundation (Eph. 2:20). 
3. Shepherd. 


4. To perfect the saints with a view 
to their functioning and serving. 


5. Until He returns. 


6. We are in danger of being carried 
away by bad doctrine. 


7. “Alienated.” 
North Patm BEAcH, FLA. 





My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning we will 

recite from memory the questions 
and answers on the Scripture Catechism 
card, “The Christian Life.” 

Our lessons this quarter have been 
about growth in the Christian life. Let 
us see how many things you can remem- 
ber that help us to grow. (Bible study, 
prayer, witnessing, helping others, giv- 
ing our money and other things, ex- 
ercising self-control, singing hymns of 
praise.) Good! If we keep these things 
in mind and practice them, we will 
grow into mature Christians. 

It is a sad fact that many believers, 
though saved for a long time, are still 
babes or dwarfs in their spiritual lives. 
A friend of mine has a child that is not 
maturing properly. A normal child her 
age can walk and talk and feed herself, 
but this child is almost helpless. The 
doctors fear the child’s brain was dam- 
aged at birth. My friend is more grief- 
stricken to think that her child will 
never develop properly than if she were 
told that the child’s life was in danger! 
How do you suppose our Heavenly 
Father feels, when we do not grow, but 
remain babes in His family? 

Today’s lesson is in Ephesians 4. First 
we will read verses 11-16. Here we find 
five kinds of people Christ has given to 
the Church, to help believers grow spir- 
itually. Notice the contrast here be- 
tween mature Christians and childish 
ones. Childish ones are changeable, and 
are easily deceived by false doctrine. 
Mature Christians are established in the 
faith and know the Son of God so well 
that they cannot be deceived by false 
doctrine concerning Him. Verse 15, our 
Golden Text, gives a lovely picture of a 
growing Christian, “speaking the truth 
in love.” Some people give insincere 
compliments to make themselves popu- 
lar. Others constantly say unkind things, 
excusing themselves by claiming to be 
only speaking the truth. Neither of 
these is right. The mature Christian 
speaks the truth in love. 

Now read verses 17-24. Here the 
walk or life of the spiritual believer is 
contrasted with the life of the unbe- 
liever. If we are not growing spiritu- 
ally, we are probably living much like 
the unsaved around us. How sad this 
is! Our Saviour not only died to save 
us from hell, but also from our sins. 

What words in verse 24 describe the 
kind of life God wants us to live? 
(“Righteousness and true _holiness.”) 
This may sound to a young person like 
a dull kind of life. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. God sees to it 
that the person living the kind of life 
He desires, is full of joy. Love is the 
motive power of the Christian life, and 
it makes all the difference. 


December 16, 1961 (Lesson for December 31) 


Once a woman was married to a man 
whom she soon ceased to love, because 
he was so hard and faultfinding. Be- 
cause she often failed to do all the 
things he thought she ought to do, he 
made out a list of things he wanted her 
to do each day. She followed the list, 
but felt that her husband was making 
her life miserable. Finally he died. A 
few years later she married a very dif- 
ferent sort of man. He was constantly 
showing his love for her, so the longer 
she lived with him the more she loved 
him. One day, she was sorting some 
old papers and came across the list of 
duties her first husband had made for 
her to do. She read them over, and 
suddenly realized something. She was 
doing all these things still, but now she 
had a husband who was always show- 
ing true affection for her. Instead of 
making her miserable now to have to do 
these duties, she was doing them joy- 
fully, for the sake of the one who loved 
her. 

The more we realize our Saviour’s 
love for us, the more pleasure we will 
get out of doing the things He wants us 
to do. 

During the Civil War, General Lee 
sent a message to Stonewall Jackson, 
saying that the next time he rode to- 
ward headquarters, he would like to see 
him. As soon as Jackson got the mes- 
sage he rode the eight miles on horse- 
back through a heavy snow storm. 
General Lee said, “I did not send for 
you. I only said that the next time you 
rode this way, I would like to see you.” 

“I know that,” replied Jackson, “but 
you said you wished to see me, and your 
slightest wish is a command to me!” 

What a wonderful thing it would be, 
if all Christians would as earnestly try 
to carry out their Lord’s wishes! Some 
do. As we start this new year, let us 
resolve that we will make more of an 
effort to grow spiritually, and that we 
will try to please our Lord in all things. 





Note to_ Teachers: Next quarter we will 
techism 


eameee the Seryome Cai card, “The 

and the ” Order from Bible and 
Gift Shop, 146 2nd Ave. S., Wisconsin Rapids, 
Wis., 25 cents a 


FERNDALE, WASH. 





For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


Growing in Loving-kindness 
(1 Cor. 13:4-7, 11-13) 
HRISTMAS is over! New Year’s 
Day is tomorrow! Do you give 
New Year’s gifts in your family? Here 
are some you ought to give. Think to 
whom you should give each one. (Have 
twelve little boxes, brightly wrapped, 
placed on the table.) 
Harold, you may open the first pack- 
age and see what it contains. (When 
the wrapping is removed, a box marked 
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“LOVE” is revealed. Throughout this 
lesson we substitute “love” for the King 
James Version “charity.”) Now, Harold, 
open the box and see what “love” looks 
like. (Inside the box are the words: 
“Love suffereth long, and is_ kind.”) 
Harold, do you have someone to whom 
you can give this kind of love? A little 
brother perhaps who bothers you. Be- 
cause he is so little, you must be pa- 
tient with him and kind to him. Each 
of you make your own list of New 
Year’s gifts. (Distribute paper and 
have each pupil list this gift, and de- 
cide who needs it from him.) 

Do the same with the other gifts, 
each package being labeled “LOVE,” 
and inside a description: “Love envieth 
not”—a member of the family or a 
schoolmate who does better or has bet- 
ter things. “Love vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up”—a member of the family 
or a friend who does not do as well or 
have as much. “Love... doth not be- 
have itself unseemly”—teacher. “Love 

. seeketh not her own’—unselfish 
sharing with someone. “Love .. . is 
not easily provoked”—someone easy to 
quarrel with. “Love ... thinketh no 
evil”—someone often found fault with. 
“Love ... rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 
rejoiceth in the truth’—someone not 
liked, to look for the good about him. 
“Love ... beareth all things”’—perhaps 
an unreasonable parent or other difficult 
situation. “Love believeth all 
things”—confidence in what a parent 


says. “Love ... hopeth all things”— 
about someone who is bad. “Love... 
endureth all things”—another person 
who is difficult to get along with. 

The new year is sometimes pictured 
as a baby with life just beginning. 
(Show such a picture.) Babies grow 
up. Children grow up, in body, mind, 
and spirit. Will you be growing up in 
love this year as you give these love 
gifts to all around you? The great Apos- 
tle Paul wrote, “When I was a child, I 
spake as a child, I understood as a 
child, I thought as a child: but when I 
became a man, I put away childish 
things.” Even when he was grown up 
and a famous Christian leader, he still 
said, “Now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known.” 
Yet there are some things that are never 
outgrown: “Now abideth faith, hope, 
love, these three; but the greatest of 
these is love.” Find in your own Bibles 
what he wrote about love, how we keep 
on growing up until we get to Heaven 
and are perfect, and even there we will 
still find love and give it! (1 Cor. 13: 
4-7, 11-13.) 

“Love suffereth long, and is kind... 
doth not behave itself unseemly, 
seeketh not her own, is not easily pro- 
voked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in 
iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth” (1 
Cor. 13:4-6, Memory Verse). 

Happy New Year! I am sure a loving 
New Year will be a happy one for you! 


CHARLESTON, MAINE. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for — 
— may be had w on uest from 
the roy oa Milsdalpala oe ool es, 325 


7 nA lst of of the lessens Aa the year 1962 

be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

2 ozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Finished Picture—May grow up 
into him in all things, which is the head, 
even Christ (Eph. 4:15, Golden Text). 
Dr. Ironside tells the story of an artist 
who had in his mind a great picture 
which he was going to paint. He 
stretched his vast canvas across one side 
of his large studio and painted with 
great sweeps of his brush as he put a 
daub of gray here, a daub of blue there, 
and some black there. Then a visitor 
came, and the artist said; “What do you 
think of that picture? It is going to be 
the masterpiece of my life.” The other 
said: “I don’t see anything there but 
great daubs of paint.” “Oh, I forgot,” 
said the artist, “You can see only what 
is there, while I can see the picture as it 
is going to be.” At the present time 
we walk by faith and not by light. We 
see only the trial, the failure, the im- 
perfection of life. The Lord sees the 
complete picture; what we, through His 
grace, are going to be.—From the Pro- 











ANNOUNCING 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 1962 
WEST INDIES- 


SOUTH AMERICA CRUISE 


The suUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs will sponsor a WINTER CRUISE on the Canadian Pacific 
SS EMPRESS OF CANADA leaving New York January 23, 1962. The Cruise will be for 
15 days and include calls at Pointe-d-Pitre, St. Vincent, Curacao, Cristobal, Kings- 
ton, Port-au-Prince. Sight-seeing arrangements will be completed for this group at 
the ports of call. Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, a Director of the Sunday School Times, will 
conduct this group. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger will accompany the tour throughout. 
Write for itinerary and rates: Sunday School Times Co., Mr. Harry Jaeger, 325 


North 18th Street, Philadelphia 5, Penna. 
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phetic News. 


Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, Eng. 


The Prime Minister’s Darkness.—Hav- 
ing the understanding darkened, being 
alienated from the life of God (Eph. 
4:18). Away back more than a century 
ago when Wilberforce was great be- 
cause of his bills to do away with the 
slave trade, it is related of him that he 
was greatly concerned about Pitt, the 
prime minister of England, a great 
statesman. In those days Lord Cecil, a 
man of God and a strong preacher of 
the Gospel, was being greatly used in 
the conversion of his fellows. Wilber- 
force felt that could he bring Pitt under 
the influence of Cecil’s preaching, he 
would surely be convinced and con- 
verted. When the opportunity presented 
itself, he urged Pitt to accompany him 
to one of Cecil’s meetings, which he 
did. On that occasion the preacher 
seemed to be at his best, and the 
Gospel was preached with the dem- 
onstration of the Spirit and power. On 
leaving the meeting Wilberforce was 
anxious to know the effect upon the 
prime minister, and asked him what he 
thought of the sermon. Pitt replied, 
“To tell you the truth, Wilberforce, I 
gave that man my most careful atten- 
tion from start to finish, but I was 
wholly unable to understand what he 
was talking about.” Now think of it! 
Here was a man with a great mind, who 
could deal with great political prob- 
lems, grasp the trend of any argument 
as to material things, but was “wholly 
unable” to receive the simple and plain 
teachings of the Cross of Christ. Why? 
Because he was a “natural man,” with 
only the spirit of man in him—From a 
sermon by P. W. Philpott. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


Not in Vain.—He gave some... evan- 
gelists (Eph. 4:11). 


If I can win some precious soul to Christ, 
And know that when I leave, he’ll carry on, 
And maybe win some other to His Lord 
To carry high the torch when he is gone; 
If some shall stop me in the Gloryland 
And say, “I’m here because one day you came 
To tell me of the Saviour’s matchless love.” 
Then I can know I have not lived in vain. 


—From Barbara C. Ryberg, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Elisabeth 
Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


From the Chin Up.—Till we all come 

. unto a perfect man, unto the meas- 
ure of the stature of the fulness of 
Christ (Eph. 4:13). Mr. Lloyd George 
was addressing a meeting: in South 
Wales when the chairman, thinking to 
be witty, remarked to the audience that 
he was a little disappointed in Mr. 
George’s appearance. He said, “I had 
heard so much about him that naturally 
I expected to see a big man in every 
sense; but as you can see for yourselves, 
he is very small in stature.” Many an 
orator would have been grievously upset 
by such an unfortunate beginning in the 
proceedings, but not so Lloyd George. 
“I am grieved to find,” he said, with 
mock seriousness, “that your chairman 
is disappointed in my size; but this is 
owing to the way you have of measur- 
ing aman. In North Wales we measure 
& man from the chin up, but you evi- 
dently measure him from his chin 





down!” God has yet another way of 
measuring a man: He “looketh on the 
heart” (1 Sam. 16:7).—From The Evan- 
gel. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Blue 
Springs, Nebr. Prize illustration. 


She Could Be Trusted.—And that ye 
put on the new man, which after God 
is created in righteousness and true 
holiness (Eph. 4:24). One summer day, 
a woman walked to the edge of a 
swimming pool to watch the youngsters 
splashing around. As she stood there, 
a young lad inquired: “Say, lady, do 
you go to church?” “Yes, my boy, I 
do,” she said. “Then,” urged the boy, 
“please hold this twenty-five cents for 
me while I take a swim.” This boy 
knew that those who worship God 
ought to be honest, trustworthy, good. 
—From Joseph Edwin Harris, in The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. 


Facing the Storm.—That .we hence- 
forth be no more children, tossed to and 
fro, and carried about with every wind 
of doctrine (Eph. 4:14). In a shipping 
disaster in a great storm at Samoa, the 
way in which the British man-of-war, 
the Calliope, escaped, is suggestive. Her 
machinery was very powerful, and just 
as she was about to strike the reef, she 
raised her anchors and right in the face 
of the terrible storm steamed out of the 
harbor and into the open sea. There 
she safely rode out the storm. In the 
Christian life there are times when 
safety is to be found only in like de- 
cisiveness and boldness—From Bible 















AND NOW ‘62 CAN MEAN 
HOLY LAND FOR YOU 


TENTH ANNIVERSARY 
Blyin SEMINAR 
TO BIBLE LANDS 
June 26 — July 27 
Dr. J. Christy Wilson 
Dean of Field Education, Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, and 
Professor on the 1958 and 1960 
Flying Seminars. . . “| trust there 
will be many pastors and other 
Christian leaders who will take 
advantage of this unusual op- 
portunity and the inspiring lead- 
ership of the Flying Seminar.” 
FIVE STAR EXCLUSIVES 


*® Travel Lure 
* Experienced Leadership 

* Study—8 Hrs. Credit Possible 
* Christian Fellowship 
* Anniversary Specials 
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mating 7% as long as he lived. 


Box 6417-T 








86%—OR—100%! 
WHICH? 


From time to time gifts come from wills to the Bible Meditation . 
League. These gifts are deeply appreciated as they help to carry the 
constantly increasing load as the missionaries of over 170 denomina- 
tions and societies in one hundred eleven nations appeal to the League I 
for millions of copies of Scriptures and sound Bible study material. 
(The Bible Meditation League, founded in 1923, is the original of all 
of the free Gospel literature agencies. No missionary has ever been 
asked to pay for the material provided to them.) 

In a recent bequest the estate was divided one-seventh to each of 
seven Christian agencies. When the statement was sent to us, we 
found that executor and attorney fees took 14% of the estate before 
distribution could be made. Had one-seventh of the original amount 
been entrusted to the League under our insured annuity plan while 
the donor was living, it would have come 100% to the League min- 
istry, and the donor would have received interest at a rate approxi- 


Write for the League’s insured annuity plan! Bankers, attorneys, 
and certified public accountants have highly commended the League 
officials for the soundest-of-all plans ever established. 


Address: THE BIBLE MEDITATION LEAGUE 














Orlando, Florida 
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' Truths Illustrated. Sent by Albert My- 


gatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
Why the Leaves Fall—And be re- 


newed in the spirit of your mind (Eph. . 


4:23). A woman, who desired to lead a 
Christian life, felt that there was one 
thing in her life that she could not give 
up. When she consulted her pastor, he 
said: “Have you noticed that there are 
always a few dead leaves clinging to the 
old oak trees after all the other leaves 
have fallen? The strong blasts of win- 
ter fail to tear them off. Spring 
comes, and still they cling persistently. 
The days are calm, bright, and balmy. 
Presently one by one they drop off. 
What unseen power so quietly, but so 
surely, severs them? The new life ris- 
ing in the tree gradually causes them to 
drop off. And so with us; as the new 
life in Christ permeates our being, we 
find that we can give up for Him what 
before was so hard to renounce.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 














Feb. 26, 1962 21 Days around Caribbean 
Haiti-Puerto Rico, Tobago, Trinidad 
Venezuela, Panama, Guatemala and Mexico. 


Nov. 30, 1962 European Teen Tour (Ship) 
Seminars in Rome, Geneva, Paris, Germany 
and London. 


March 1963 Europe and Bible Lands 
Economy Tour 
Write for full information 


Box 8000 St. Petersburg 8, Fila. 





SUPPOSE GOD WANTS YOU 


TO KNOW that it is one of the chief projects of 
that old deluder, Satan, to keep Negroes from a 
knowledge of salvation. 


TO THANK God for the fact that what is done 


for the Gospel of Christ among Negroes hinders 
Communism, even on the mission field. 


TO REALIZE that our faculty and workers long 
to be your Gospel laborers in this very fruitful field. 


TO ENCOURAGE this work of God in our Day 
School, Night School and Bible lessons to Africa. 





CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Soappie 


PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. S| 











YOUNG PEOPLE TODAY 





Year-End Sale 
(Sunday, December 31; Gen. 25:29-34; Amos 8:4-6) 


O year that is e with you 
Im etcuse A ge lets vera, 
he sharp word that slips 


Prom these too hasty lips, 
I would cast, with the old year, aside. 


—tLaura F. Armitage 
EW can resist the impulse, as a 
year comes to its close, to think 
back, and, sometimes with considerable 
chagrin and shame, recall the bright 
prospects and high resolves with which 
the year began. All too often, many of 


‘these determinations were allowed to 


fade or become tarnished, and we find 
ourselves on the threshold of a new year 
with an accumulation of year-end left- 
overs. 

Such recollections, if they lead merely 
to the self-pitying conclusion, “It might 
have been,” have little value. But if 
they can bring us to a recognition of our 
own weakness and need of help, and if 
they can drive us to seek that help, and 
stimulate us to bring about a correction 
in the year that is ahead, then such tak- 
ing stock of ourselves can be most prof- 
itable. 

Perhaps your meeting room can be 
arranged as a three-sided sales area, 
with tables on which will be placed 
various items of year-end leftovers of- 
fered for sale cheap. Boxes or packages 
of various sizes to represent the items 
for sale should be provided. If this 
proves to be too formidable a provision, 
perhaps letter-size sheets of paper can 
be substituted. The boxes, or packages, 
or sheets of paper are then to be 
marked by your members with the 
names of the various items they would 
like to dispose of in an imaginary year- 
end sale, before the new year begins. 
Urge that this be a thoughtful and 
honest searching of the heart period, not 
a facetious time. 

A list might be prepared before the 
meeting and posted at the front of the 
room to start thinking in the right di- 
rection. It could include such items as 
good resolutions, broken and discarded; 
good intentions; broken promises; un- 
completed responsibilities; half realized 
dreams; apologies never . expressed; 
harsh words never retracted; impatient 
responses; unkind retorts; sins for which 
God’s forgiveness has never been asked; 
Bible studies neglected; prayer times 
that were allowed to slide. There may 
be other items you will want to add. 

After your members have had time to 
thoughtfully mark their packages or 
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Pikeville 


Quiet study and meditation and an 
opportunity for missionary work is a 
CHALLENGE in the beautiful South- 

ern Appalachian Highlands. 

A good scholastic standing makes it 
possible to transfer later to a Chris- 
tian college. 


1006 (14) 
















General Bible Course for Pastors 
Missions Course 

Christian Education Course 

Music Course 

One-Year Basic Bible Training Course 
Write to Registrar 





By JOHN W. LANE, Jr. 


papers with the items that apply par- 
ticularly to them, and to place the pack- 
ages or papers on the sales tables, an 
opportunity may be given for all to ob- 
serve the items mentioned. (It goes 
without saying that the packages or pa- 
pers should be unsigned.) 

Doubtless this exhibit will be, in 
many ways, a sorry and sobering one. 
If, as suggested by the verse with which 
this column begins, all the items on the 
sales tables could be swept away with 
the old year, this might be a happy con- 
clusion. But it is not that simple. Un- 
kind words and deeds often cannot be 
recalled. Hurt feelings we have caused 
cannot be brushed away. Lost oppor- 
tunities for service may not come again. 
A few regretful sighs cannot atone for 
time neglected for prayer and Bible 
study. { 

However, there is a “balm in Gilead” 
for everyone who will have it. While 
the past cannot be relived, the present 
can be redeemed, and the future as- 
sured. God knows our hearts and He 
has made provision for our failures and 
shortcomings. “Take my yoke upon 
you, and learn of me,” pleads the Lord 
Jesus (Matt. 11:29). “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee: for my strength is made 
perfect in weakness,” He says to us, as 
He did to Paul (2 Cor. 12:9). God’s way 
of dealing with our faithlessnesses and 
failures is not one of brushing them 
aside, or sweeping them under the mat, 
as it were. It calls for us to recognize 
them as sin, to bring them to Him in 
simple acknowledgement and _ confes- 
sion, and to ask His forgiveness, and let 
Him “cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (1 John 1:9). 

If ignorance or undertaking too much 
have been the cause of failure in 1961, 
He reminds us, “If any of you lack wis- 


dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to ~ 


all men liberally, and upbraideth not; 
and it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 

Was carelessness or lack of endurance 
at the root of our shortcomings in 1961? 
God says to us, do not try to carry the 
whole burden yourself. “Commit thy 
way unto the Lord; trust also in him; 
and he shall bring it to pass” (Psa. 37: 
5). 

“Wherewithal shall a young man 
cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto 
according to thy word” (Psa. 119:9). 
Are you willing to do this through 1962? 
If so, will you this very night ask God’s 
forgiveness and cleansing for the past 
and then turn over to Him the control 
of your life, and let Him manage it and 
bless it through the years that lie ahead. 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christien deavor, and are used by 
permission. 
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It is a sin against the Lord to cease 
praying.—Andrew Murray. 
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The Blue Spruce 


CK — whack — whack! Keith’s 

\\ shiny new machete bit deep into 
the small, tender trunk of the ever- 
green. But it was Steve who struck the 
blows. 

“Don’t!” shouted Keith running up 
just in time to see what had happened. 
The little tree trembled and fell at his 
feet. “Oh, Steve, that was Mother’s 
blue spruce we gave her for Christmas. 
We have been taking care of it for 
three years—watering it and protecting 
it every winter and now—” 

“Ha! There are lots more _ trees 
around here,” argued Steve, who was 
only vacationing and had not yet 
learned one tree from another. “Your 
mother can dig up one anywhere in 
the woods.” 

“Not that kind! 
shouldn’t have!” 

It was Sunday morning and Keith 
was ready for church. Steve, in fresh 
shirt and trousers, was waiting for his 
father to take him to a different church. 

As Keith hurried into the waiting 
family car, he wondered, How much 
has Mother already seen? What will 
she do when she discovers that her 
tree was cut down? He glanced up at 
his parents and decided they knew 
something. Both of them were looking 
more serious than usual. All the way 
to church they said nothing. When 
they were seated in the pew, Father 
did not put his arm around Keith as he 
often did but just sat straight and 
solemn while the preacher spoke. 

I didn’t have a thing to do with it, 
argued Keith to himself. I wouldn’t 
have injured that tree for anything. I 
thought as much of it as Mother did, 
and I did try to stop Steve from cutting 
it down. If my folks are going to bring 
me in on this deal and punish me—it 
just isn’t fair. He glanced shyly up 
at his mother but could not be sure 
what he read in her face. 

Suddenly he was aware that the 
minister was saying something about a 
tree. Funny, thought Keith. Why does 
he have to talk about a tree this morn- 
ing of all days? 

The man in. the pulpit kept on read- 
ing “‘Jesus saw Nathanael coming to 
him, and saith of him, Behold an 
Israelite indeed, in whom is no guile! 
Nathanael saith unto him, Whence 
knowest thou me? Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Before that Philip called 
thee, when thou wast under the fig 
tree, I saw thee’ (John 1:47, 48). 

“Before Philip had had time to intro- 
duce Nathanael to Jesus—Jesus knew 
all about Nathanael, _knew that he was 
a man without guile—without treachery 


Oh, Steve—you 


—innocent. The sudden knowledge 
made Nathanael very happy - and 
he said ‘Rabbi, thou art the Son of 


God; thou art the King of Israel.’ Yes, 
continued the minister, Jesus can see 
through our thoughts and motives as 
clearly as X-ray sees through my 
hand—” 


By CECILE HOUGHTON STURY 


Well, thought Keith gratefully, I sure 
am glad Someone besides Steve knows 
that I did not cut down the blue spruce. 
Still—I guess maybe I was partly to- 
blame. Mother told me the machete 
was not a good plaything. She thought 
when I was with the other boys we 
should play with something else. 

As Keith sat thinking, the hour 
passed, the postlude was being played 
and everyone rose to leave the church. 

“Well—Keith—shall we go out now 
and clean up the lawn a little?” Keith’s 
father drew back from the dinner table 
and pushed back his plate. 

Keith finished his own dessert and 
excused himself. He followed his 
father reluctantly to the place where 
the little tree lay, its needles still fresh 
and glowing in the sunlight. 

“I don’t know exactly what happened 
here,” began Father. “I only know the 
tree is down and your mother -feels 
pretty badly about it. The machete 
was yours and you were proud of it 
because your friends sent it to you 
from South America, I can understand 
that you wanted to show it off. Steve 
was a companion of your own choosing. 
I really do not know myself what kind 
of boy he is. Your mother and I 
think, though, that the knife should be 
put away until you are older and that 
you should not play with Steve tomor- 
row.” 

“But—Father—” Keith began. 

“We will drag the tree to the rubbish 
heap and rake the lawn a little. To- 
morrow we will do a better job. Take 
out the roots, perhaps, and smooth over 
the place where the tree has stood. 
Might be a good idea to sod it over.” 
He glanced up to see Steve slowly ap- 
proaching and intently looking at Keith 
and his father as they worked. 

“Can I—can I help you?” he asked. 

“You may help carry away the tree,” 
suggested Father. 

“How much does a tree like that 
cost?” asked Steve. “My father says you 
have to buy them. Will ten dollars 
help? I have saved that much from 
my paper route to buy a new reel.” 
He pulled a crisp bill out of his best 
pants pocket. 

“I would like to pay half,” offered 
Keith. “After all—it was my machete 
that did the mischief. Besides, I souls 
have warned you earlier.” 

Father looked at the two boys for a 
moment. Then a smile crept over his 
puzzled face. “Tomorrow we will all 
three go to the nursery and see what 
we can find.” 


De Soro, Wis. 
w 


If I were dying, and had the privilege 
of delivering a last exhortation to all 
the Christians of the world, and that 
message had to be condensed into three 
words, I would say, “Wait on God!”— 





Samuel Logan Brengle. 
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(Only $1.00 a year) 
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(T) God’s Message 
To Russia 
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SECRETARY NEEDED: A missionary organ- 
ization in downtown Philadelphia needs a secretary 

Shorthand necessary. This is an opportunity for po 
tive Christian service. Pleasant atmosphere, air- 
conditioned offices. Write to Adv. No. 560, The 
Sunday School Times, 325 N. 13th St., Phila. 5, Pa. 








25 YEARS 


Silver 
Anniversary 
Edition 


DOUGLASS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 


LESSONS 1962 
Edited by Earl L. Douglass 


. 25th year under editorship of Dr. Douglass. An. 
authoritative commentary on International Sunda 
School Lessons... based on King James Bible. “ 
have come to have particular delight in the work of 
this author. No volume in this field is at once more 
practical and evangelical.” Daniel A. Poling. $325 
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PREACHING RELEVANT TO OUR TIMES 
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Books To Use With Lessons 
(Continued from page 997) 


FOURTH QUARTER 
. Basic Christian Beliefs 





A Textbook of Christian Doctrine. 
By Richard H. Bube.- (Moody Press, 
Chicago 10; $3.95.) This is an outstand- 
ing book on doctrine for the use of the 
layman. It is clear and concise and de- 
velops each doctrine by comparing 
Scripture with Scripture. One of its 
unusual features is that it includes the 
text of each verse under the doctrine 
where it is used. This can save many 
hours of research work and will help 
the teacher to consider verses he may 
not have noticed otherwise. 

Biblical Theology of the New Testa- 
ment. By Charles C. Ryrie. (Moody 
Press, Chicago 10; $5.) This book on 
doctrine is written from the viewpoint 
of the Biblical writers and the times in 
which they wrote. The indexes and 
treatment of problem texts will also be 
helpful. The book contains a section on 
the Sermon on the Mount that would 
apply to the first quarter lessons. 

John: The Gospel of Belief. By 
Merrill C. Tenney. (Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Pub. Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $4.) 
Dr. Tenney presents an unusually clear 
and concise development of the Gospel 
of John, on which many of the lessons 
of this quarter are based. This is a 
readable and useful commentary. 

Exposition of the Gospel of John 
(Three vols.). By Arthur W. Pink. 
(Zondervan Pub. House, Grand Rapids 
6, Mich., $14.85.) One of the most de- 
tailed expositions available on John is 
found under this title. The author’s 
development will provide many help- 
ful hints for the teacher. 

The Wealth, Walk, and Warfare of 
the Christian. By Ruth Paxson. (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $2.50.) 
This is a well-outlined and well-written 
exposition of the Book of Ephesians. 

Ephesians. By Walter C. Wright. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; 39 cents.) 
This is another contribution to the com- 
mentary field in the Moody Colportage 
Library. It is a clear and brief consid- 
eration of this important Epistle. 
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December 25 to 31 


Mon.—Galatians 4:1-7. 
God’s Purpose in His Son. 
It was the custom in ancient Rome’s 
royal families, to have the children 
taught by private tutors. The Ten 
Commandments, and other laws of God, 
were like these tutors, to restrain, teach, 
and show us our need of Christ (see 3: 
24). But when we trust Him as our 
Saviour, we come out into the liberty of 
life in Him, and then have the strength 
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and will to obey His law. “Made of a 
woman” (4:4) refers to the virgin birth. 
God sent His Son to save us and adopt 
us into His family. The Spirit, leads us 
to call God our Father. The threefold 
quality of our wonderful position in 
Christ is set forth in verse 7: (1) not 
servants, but (2) sons; (3) heirs of God 
through and with Christ. 


Tues.—Hebrews 6:1-12. 
Strive for Maturity. 
“Leaving the principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ” does not mean giving 
them up, but rather going on to deeper 
things; as in arithmetic we pass from 
addition and subtraction to higher 


things. But, as the writer says, “let us' 


go on unto perfection,” and “grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:18). 
Some have felt that this passage under 
consideration destroys the doctrine of 
the eternal security of the believer, 
which is taught in such texts as John 
10:28, 29. But one good explanation of 
it is that it does not really describe 
those who are truly saved, and this 
thought is supported by Hebrews 6:9. 
The next verse is a great comfort to all 
who are serving God in quiet, humble 
ways, not often noticed by others. It 
takes both faith and patience to see 
God’s promises fulfilled in our lives. 


Wed.—Hebrews 12:1-4. Looking to Jesus. 

Here we have one of the greatest 
secrets in the Bible of how to live the 
Christian life successfully: to be look- 
ing constantly, by faith, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We must do this for for- 
giveness, for daily strength, and for our 
hope of Heaven; also, we should be 
looking for His coming. “A cloud of 
witnesses” may be either a figure, as 
though the vast company of the angels 
and redeemed in Heaven were looking 
down on us in the arena; or refer back 
to the eleventh chapter, where twenty- 
two persons or groups who conquered 
by faith are mentioned, and are wit- 
nesses to God’s power. We must, like 
runners, put away, by God’s grace, 
weights that hinder us and go patiently 
on. Not only must we look to the Lord 
Jesus, but think about Him and what 
He went through for us. 


Thurs.—Ephesians 4:11-16. 
Achieving Maturity. 
Jealousy is avoided and harmony 
promoted when we remember that God 
has called different people to different 
kinds of work. Five are mentioned in 
verse 11; and their threefold purpose ap- 
pears in the next verse, followed by 
the ultimate aim of their tasks in the 
next two verses. “Speaking the truth 
in love” shows the need for balance: 
neither hypocrisy nor harshness, but 
kindly truthfulness, in the right way, 
place, and time. Love is like the lymph 
in the body, making the joints work 
smoothly. Here the Body of Christ is 
meant, and this is the Church (Col. 1: 
24). 


Fri—Colossians 1:3-10. 
Filled With Spiritual Wisdom. 


Notice how often faith, hope, and love 
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occur in the Epistles (Rom. 5:1-8; 1 Cor, 


13:13; Col. 1:4, 5; 1 Thess. 1:3; 5:8), 
“The hope which is laid up for you in 
heaven” speaks of its safety and abso-. 
lute’ certainty—a different thing from 
any hope we may have in people or 
things on this earth. What a wonderful 
prayer we have in the last two verses 
of this section! There are four things 
expressed here which Paul desired for 
the Colossian believers, two clauses in- 
troduced by “that” and two others by 


“being” and “increasing.” This is a 


prayer that we can very well make for — 
ourselves, our family, and our friends. 


Sat.—Philippians 3:15-21. 
The Lessons of Experience, 
“Perfect” here means adjusted to the” 
whole will of God, in right relationship 
with Him. Paul is speaking here of the 
need for unity among Christians, which 
can be attained only as we hold closely 
to God’s Word and walk in the Spirit. 


But we ought never to slip back and | 


live on a lower plane than we have 
known in our best moments. Paul out- 
lines briefly the marks of those who do 
not walk in the Spirit. “Conversation” 
(v. 20) means primarily “citizenship”; 
but it would be well if we applied this 
verse more often to our literal conversa- 
tion, and dwelt more on heavenly 
things. If Christ is able to subdue all 
things in the future—and He is—then 
He can do it for us in our hearts now, 


Sun.—Ephesians 1:15-23. 
Enlightened Hearts. 


“The entrance of thy words giveth | 
light; it giveth understanding unto the | 


simple” (Psa. 119:130). God’s Word is — 


the source of all spiritual light and un- 
derstanding. In today’s passage is an- 
other of Paul’s wonderful prayers, 
which will repay close study. and serve 
as a model for our prayers. The Ephe- 
sian Christians’ faith and love were the 
root of all their good works, for which 
Paul was thankful. It is a deep knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ that 
opens our eyes to an appreciation of 
His riches and power which are for us. 
The same power that raised Christ from 
the dead is available to us. Are all 
things in our lives under His feet? Is 
He truly the Head over all things to us? 
If so, then He will fill us with His love, 
joy, peace, and power to do His will. 


Used Copies of the Times 
Needed 


ENTLEMEN: We need all the used 


copies of THE SunpAY ScHooL TIMES 
we can get for sending to the Far 
East. If you have copies you have 
read and would like to have them read 
again by people in the East, write us for 
postal labels: Christian Salvage Mis- 
sion, Howell, Mich. We have shipped 
1740 copies of the Tumes, this week, to 
forty-eight overseas colporteurs. In oF- 
der to fill our requests for the people 
overseas, we will require that many 
more.—Logan Papworth, manager. 
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